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wildlife management in Washington State.
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Please help controf
not spread,
purple loosestrife

For more information contact:
Your local noxious weed control agency
listed in the telephone book

Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board
(206) 872-6480

Washington Department of Agriculture
| Noxious Weed Program
(206) 586-5306

Washington Department of Wildlife
(206) 753-5700

Washington State Cooperative Extension
(Call your county extension office)

National Audubon Society,
Washington State Office
(206) 786-8020

Puget Sounders
(206) 676-8094



. spread dramatically

How did purple
loosestrife got here?

Wetlands are a valuable resource. They :
pr0wde fish and wildlite habitat, improve water
quality, store floodwater, and provide recre-
-ation, During Washmgton s first century, over.
half the state’s wetlands were lost. Inthe Puget
Sound region, nearly 80% of the orginal wet-
lands have beendrained,
filled, or otherwise per-
manently aftered.

While we've learned
the importance of pre-
serving our natural wet-
lands, this valuable re-
source is facing a quiet
threat by a beautiful, but
deadly plant—purple
loosestrife.

Purple loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria) is an
foreign -weed that
spreads. quickly and
chokes the very life out.
of a wetland. Native to

-Europe and Asia, t was
- introduced to North - o
- America in the 1800s. | «wme
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How does loosestrife
spread?

This prolific seed producer readily sprouts from
cut-off stems, underground roots, and plant frag-
ments. Several stalks can grow from a single plant,
and each stalk can produce between 100,000 and
300,000 seeds in dense, spiralling rows of dark-brown
seed capsules,

The tiny seeds, about the size of ground pepper,
are also transported by water, wind, and feathers and
fur of aquatic birds and mam-
mals. Seeds that get attached
to muddy footgear, boats, boat
trailers, and vehicle treads can
travel far from the original site
to spread this purple menance.

The seeds may remain vi-
able for many years when sub-
merged, waiting for the oppor-
tunity to sprout. Suddenly dur-
ing a dry summer, the seeds
can germinate, Seed dispersal
is so effactive that young seed-
lings can completely replace
native vegetation.

How /s loosestrife
a threat?

Although purple loosestrite
prefers moist, organic soils and
full sun, it can survive and mul-
tiply in many soil types and
moisture conditions, like so
many noxious weeds. Purple loosestrife infests habi-
tats such as wet meadows, pasture wetlands, cattail
marshes, stream and river banks, lake shares, irriga-
tion ditches, drainage ditches, and stormwater reten-
tion basins.

Loosestrife harms wetlands by crowding out ria-
tive wetland plants like cattail and buirush, and by
eliminating nutritional food sources and shelter for
wetiand wildlife that has adapted to specific plant
communities. When conditions are right, a small iso-
lated ciuster of loosestrife plants can spread and cover
a marsh in just one growing season, spelling a quiel
death for wetlands as a natural ecosystem.

What are some impacts?

When purple loosestrife overruns wetlands, some of

the wildlife affected are:

Waterfowl—mallard, teal, widgeon, Canada goose,
pintail and gadwall
Furbearers—muskrat, beaver
Marsh birds—grebe, bittern, black-crowned night
heron, Virginia rait, sora
Shorebirds—avocet, yellowleg, killdeer, cormnmon
snipe, Wilson’s phafarope long-billed dowitcher
« Raptors—northern harrier,
Swainson's hawk, rough-legged
hawk, American kestrel, barn owl,
short-eared ow!, great horned owl
+ Songbirds—eastern kingbird,
swallow (bank, cliff, bar), vel-
low-headed blackbird, red-
winged blackbird
» Amphibians and reptiles-—west-
em pond turtle (in western WA)
« Aquatic insects—spacies requir-
ing low vegetation and light pen-
etration
Purple loosestrife also chokes
out both natural and artificial wa-
terways, slowing natural flows and
promoting the deposit of silt. This
process causes long-term water
quality degradation and requires
costly maintenance including
dredging and cleaning of drainage
and irrigation ditches. This main-
tenance can become a financial
burden to farmers, other landown-
ers, and public agencies.
Wetlands and waterways are im-

portant recreational resources because of fish and wildlife
abundance and diversity. As purple loosestrife invades a
wetland, both wildife and recreation are lost, and shore
access becomes very difficult where loosestrife dominates
a plant community. The loss of hunting and fighing recre-
ation hurts local economies.

We value our wetlands. That is why private organiza-

tions and state and federal agencies are investing millions
of dollars to preserve wetlands as wildlife habitat and
sustain recreation. Those investments suffer when purple
loosestrife takes over.



How can we approackh
the problem?

Experts say that because purple loosestrife is 50
widespread in the United States, its total eradication is
unlikely. But the spread of loosestrife can be halted and
newly invaded areas can be controlled.

Washington is now fighting this quiet threat. In 1990,
the Washington Department of Agriculture added purple
loosestrife to the state noxious weed list and adopted a
regulation to forbid the sale and transport of ornamental
varieties.

What can you do?

* Recognize loosestrife. L.ook for its appearance
during the summer months and learn to distin-
guish loosestrite from its beneficial look-alikes
such as fireweed.

» Report loosestrife. Contact the landowner upon
whaose properly loosestrife is growing and call
your local weed control agency or the state De-
partment of Agriculture.

* Remove loosestrife. If it's on your property, your

local extension agent or

In addition, the state legistature
funded a project to begin a coordi-
nated effort to bring agencies to-
gether to solve the problem. The
multi-agency effort includes the
Washington depanments of Wildlife,
Agriculture, and Ecology, the State
Noxious Weed Control Board, the
Fedaral Buregu of Reclamation, the
South Columbia Basin Irrigation Dis-
trict, Grant County Noxious Weed
Control Board, the Office of Finan-
cial Managerment, and Washington
State University.

During 1990, these agencies
developed a strateqy to try a variety
of methods to control the foosestrife
problem. It included:

» Hand spraying with chemicals

» Clipping tops and daubing with
small quantities of herbicide

= Promoting research on insects
that control loosestrife

« Usingaerial photography to map
and create aninventory of infes-
tations

= Developing information and pubdic involvement efforts

+  Mowing

+  Mulching with plastic

Together, citizens and government agencies are re-
sponding to the threat. The key to stopping the spread of
loosestrife involves the three Rs—Recognize, Report, and
Remove. You can make a difference. You can join organi-
zations that help to control the purple loosestrife invasion
or you can act as an individual.

weed control agent can pro-
vide information on remov-
ingit. ifit's onsomeone else’s
properly, contact the land-
owner and notify local groups
dedicated toloosestrife con-
trol.

You can remove small
clusters of up to 100
loosestrife plants by hand.
+ Pull young plants—bag

and destroy the plant ma-

torials.
= Dig up older plants—te-
move alithe roots you see.

If tha entire root system is

not taken, the plant will

quickly resprout. If plants

are mowed, the stems will

actually sprout new roots,

multiplying the problem,

uniess they are destroyed.
+ Cut off flower heads, bag

them, and destroy them.
This won't necessarily Kkill
the plant, but it will prevent millions of seeds from
ripening and spreading.

Please note that local ordinances and state faw
may forbid disturbance of wetlands—check with
authorities before you attempt to remove foosesttife
from an area. Also, make sure you have landowner
permission before you enter a wetland or attempt to
remove loosestrite.



